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Mrs.  Hill (Library) 

Format: 

Students in Grade 4 visit the library for 50 minutes once 

a week. Lessons are approximately 35 minutes, locating 

and checking out books comprises the final 15 minutes. 

Fourth grade students can check out two books each 

library day.  

Curriculum Goals: 

Throughout the year, fourth grade students will review 

and expand their knowledge, understanding and/or  

practical application of: 

 Searching Destiny, the TIS online book catalog 

 Distinguishing between fiction, non-fiction, biography 

&  reference books 

 Locating the above types of books on the library 

shelves using the Dewey Decimal System 

 Participating in a Reading Challenge which includes 

learning about many different genres 

 Using the library print and online resources to gather     

information for class and library research projects 

 Creating, publishing and presenting a multimedia pro-

ject on a research topic 

Integration: 

Several times a year fourth grade students will work on    

research projects within the classroom. The library facil-

itates these projects as much as possible. Students can 

use the library to locate both print and digital resources 

on their  topics. Library time  can also be used to write, 
edit and word-process their work.  Often, a multimedia 

project is produced in library to highlight important facts 

from their research project. 

In addition to assignments from classroom teachers, the    

library media specialist also conducts research projects 

with fourth graders that supplement and enhance what 

they are studying within the classroom.  

Library 

(Room 255) - Keyboarding   

www.typingtraining.com 

The Keyboarding Program in place at TIS for grades 3, 

4, and 5 can be used on any device with an external 

keyboard that has access to the internet.  Student visit 

the lab on an intermittent basis to reinforce their key-

boarding skills. It is strongly suggested that students 
work on keyboarding lessons and typing skills at home 

to learn and practice this lifelong skill. They will have 

access to all of the features in the keyboarding program 

and their progress will be monitored at 

school. Proficient keyboarding skills will enable students 

to complete homework assignments and reports in a 

timely fashion and be more confident when taking man-

dated on-line state tests. Questions or concerns can be 

sent to www.tistypinghelp@tolland.k12.ct.us  

Guidance—Mrs. Bishopric 

Grades 3, 4 & 5 Curriculum: 

The school counselor teaches guidance classes in the 

unified arts rotation.  The school counseling classroom 

curriculum will include developmentally appropriate les-

sons on the following: 

 · Academic support, including organizational and test-
taking strategies 

· Goal-setting and decision making 

· Career awareness, exploration and planning 

-Education on understanding self and others 

· Peer relationships, coping strategies and effective so-

cial skills ·Communication, problem-solving and conflict 

resolution 

 

                    

                     Guidance 

http://www.typingtraining.com
mailto:www.tistypinghelp@tolland.k12.ct.us


Ms. Baker  ( Room 136) 

 Format:  General music meets once every 5 

school days for 50 minutes. The music curriculum inte-

grates the study of music with the Language arts, 

Math ,Social studies, geography, and the Common Core 

curricula. 

Curriculum goals:  
 Read, decode, write, and compose simple 4/4 rhyth-

mic phrases and sentences using sixteenth notes, 

whole notes, rests, and half notes. 

 Music vocabulary which coincides with each unit. 

 Sing on pitch alone and in groups . 

 Singing canons descants, and partner songs 

 Musical forms such as ABA, Rondo form and varia-

tions 

 Listening, improvising and moving to music. 

 Focus on the Multicultural music by continent.  

 Study of the treble staff in the context of playing the 

recorders, xylophones and music technology. 

 

Mrs. Marchesani (Room 226)-Grade 4 Chorus 

Format:  Students meet once a week before school or 

during recess on Wednesdays. 

Goals: Students will gain the knowledge, understanding, 

and/or practical application of: 

 Developing musicianship skills and healthy vocal hab-

its related to choral singing (vocal range, posture, 

breathing, tone, blend, balance, diction and vowel 

formation) 

 Singing in multi-part rounds  

 Learn how to read an octavo score 

 Refine performance skills 

 Experience movement & expression 

 Experience & enjoy a wide variety of music. Have 

fun!!!! 

Integration: The Common Core State Standards are 

aligned with National Standards for Music Education.  

Music 

Physical Education—Mr. Downing 

Format: Students attend physical education class once in a 

five day rotation.  Classes are 50 minutes in length.   

 

Goal: For students to develop a foundation for a lifetime of physi-

cal activity and health. Physical education will provide opportuni-

ties for students to engage in developmentally appropriate activi-

ties. Working individually and in groups these activities will help 

improve skill proficiency and help students maintain a healthy level 

of physical fitness. Teamwork and sportsmanship will be empha-

sized throughout the year.   

Physical Education 

Art 

Art—Mrs. Bezzina 

TIS students have art for 50 minutes every five day rotation.  

We explore many types of two and three dimensional media 

and    discuss a variety of artists, media, and techniques.  Our 

curriculum reinforces vocabulary and concepts taught in 

math, language arts, science, social studies and we integrate 

the Common Core State Standards. 

Students learn about the elements of art such as line, shape, 

form, space, texture, color, and value.  These elements are 

used to   create balance, contrast, emphasis, pattern, move-

ment, and unity in a work of art.  Students study art created 

by professional artists and then apply what they have learned 

in their own art.  Art    appreciation is just as important as art 

production. 

Our main projects are listed below with vocabulary: 

 PTO Fundraiser Drawing = Topics vary from year to  

      year but always include drawing animals 

 Coil Forms = clay as part of soil, the stages of clay, vari-

ous types of coils, slabs, texture, pattern, transparent, 

translucent, opaque, kiln, & firing 

 Styrofoam Prints = Albrecht Durer & Renaissance his-

tory, 5 lines, contour drawing, texture, pattern, printing 

press, block, brayer, inking plate, pulling a print 

 Self-Portraits = compare and contrast portraits by vari-

ous artists, profile vs. front view, realistic vs. abstract, 5 

lines,   texture, proportion, placement of facial features, 

parts of the eye (pupil, iris, sclera, tear duct, eye lashes, & 

eyebrows) 

 Sculpture & Architecture = compare and contrast an-

cient and modern buildings, sculpture in the round, shapes 

(circles, squares, rectangles) vs. forms (cylinders, spheres, 

cones, cubes), pattern, balance, blue print, floor plan, & 

aerial view 
 Non-objective Designs = compare and contrast non-

objective works of art, 5 lines, geometric vs. free-form 

shapes (triangles with acute, right, & obtuse angles) sten-

cils, color schemes, value, pattern, & unity 

Mrs.  Marchesani—Band 

Format: Students receive one small group lesson and one 

full band rehearsal each week. Full band is on Thursdays be-

fore school at 8:00 a.m. or during recess. Small group les-

sons enable students to focus on specific skills. Full band 

allows them to hear each other as an ensemble. Students 

learn how to discern the quality of their playing and how to 

present themselves by practicing concert etiquette. The 

curriculum is based on the National Standards for Music 

Education and the CCSS. 

Curriculum Goals: Beginning Instrumental Techniques 

(sound production, instrument maintenance, articulation) 

 Beginning Music Literacy Skills (song & note recognition) 

 Concert Band Ensemble Skills and Concert Literature 

 Imagine and Create a new artistic work 
 Respond to the work of other composers 

 Rehearse, Evaluate, Refine and Perform 

 Foster independence and other 21st Century skills such 

as creativity, perseverance, self-direction and teamwork 

Music 


